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GOLDEN BEAR ROSTER

No. Name Pos.
0 Rod Benson F/IC
1 Avyinde Ubaka G
2 Omar Wilkes G

12 Steve Panawek * G
14 Eric Vierneisel F
15 Richard Midgley G
20 Martin Smith G
24 Theo Robertson G
25 Marquise Kately GIF
31 AlexPribble G
33 Jordan Wilkes C
35 DeVon Hardin C
44 Leon Powe # F

Head Coach: Ben Braun (10th year)
Associate Head Coach: Louis Reynaud
Assistant Coaches: Dennis Gates,

Joe Pasternack

*denotes walk-on
"denotes player has used redshirt season

Ht. Wit. Yr. Exp. Hometown/Last School

6-10 220 Sr 3V San Diego, CA/Torrey Pines HS

6-4 200 Jr v Oakland, CA/Oakland HS

6-4 185 So RS Los Angeles, CA/Univ. of Kansas/Loyola HS

6-6 205 Jr 2V Moraga, CA/Miramonte HS

6-7 205 So v Algonquin, IL/Jacobs HS

6-3 195 Sr 3V Burgess Hill, England/Modesto Christian HS (CA)

6-0 175 Sr 3V Escondido, CA/The Bishop’s School

6-5 240 Fr HS Pittsburg, CA/De La Salle HS

6-5 220 Jr 2V San Francisco, CA/Riordan HS

6-4 215 Jr 2V Fairfax, CA/Drake HS

6-11 225 Fr HS Los Angeles, CA/Loyola HS

6-11 235 So v Fremont, CA/Newark Memorial HS

6-8 240 So v Oakland, CA/Oakland Tech HS

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

DEVON HAIAIN ..ottt deh-VON
MarquISE KALEIY ....cvoviiiiiiieici et mar-KEECE
RIChard MIdGIEY .....cveviivieieiieiceee e MIDGE-lee
SEEVE PANAWEK ...ttt PAN-ah-wek
LLEON POWE ...ttt et b e bbbttt be b POE
AYINAE UDAKA ..vooviiieiiieiiiese s ah-YIN-day 00-BOCK-ah
EFICVIBIMEISEL ...vvivieicii ettt VER-nuh-sul
LOUIS REYNAUD ....cviviieiiieieie ettt sttt sttt eb et sb e enn RAY-no

Location: Berkeley, CA
Founded: 1868
Enrollment: 33,000
Nickname: Golden Bears
Colors: Blue (282) & Gold (116)
Conference: Pacific-10
Chancellor: Dr. Robert Birgeneau
Athletic Director: Sandy Barbour
Arena (Capacity): Walter A. Haas Jr.
Pavilion (11,877)
Press Row Phone: (510) 642-3098
2004-05 Overall Record: 13-16
2005 Pac-10 Record/Finish: 6-12/T8th
2005 Postseason: None
Lettermen Returning/Lost: 9/3
Starters Returning/Lost: 3/2
Newcomers: 2
Roster Breakdown (Sr/Jr/So/Fr): 3/4/4/2

BEAR FACTS

Basketball OFfiCe ........oeiiiiiiiirice s (510) 642-0361
125 Haas Pavilion, Berkeley, CA 94720 ........ccocooeviriiiiiiiniciinseeiens Fax: (510) 642-6807
HEad COACN ... Ben Braun (Wisconsin ’75)

RECOIM At Cal ... 166-110 (9 years)

Career Record 499-345 (28 years)
Associate Head Coach .........ccocoveviriciininccinn Louis Reynaud (San Francisco State *82)
ASSIStANt COACH ... Joe Pasternack (Indiana *99)
ASSIStANT COACK ... Dennis Gates (California ’02)
DireCtor Of OPEIALIONS ....c.vviveueiiiireiiiresietee st Pat Cesnik
Operations COOTAINALON ..........ceiiireriiirieie et Laurie Lee
VidE0 COOTUINALON ...ttt Justin Tanisawa
Media Relations OFfiCe .......ccooviiiiiiiiciiee s (510) 642-5363
349 Haas Pavilion, Berkeley, CA 94720 ........cccooieieineeiiireieeneneneees Fax: (510) 643-7778
Associate AD/COMMUNICATIONS .......cveriririeieiniereei e Kevin Klintworth

L 0 U1 SRRSOt klintworth@berkeley.edu
Assistant AD/Media Relations (BB CONtACE) .......ccoovvvvveeririirciniisecieseeene Herb Benenson

DITECL: .ttt (510) 642-0515

Gl e (510) 334-0791

o 0 U R benenson@berkeley.edu
Assistant DIrectors .........cccceeveeveenens Scott Ball, Debbie Rosenfeld-Caparaz, Christina Teller
INEEINIS oottt e e e e aae e eneas Kim Hoidal, Veronica White
PUBIICAtIONS DIFECTOT ....c.vieiiiiieieisiee et John Dunbar
PUBICAtIONS ASSISTANT ..o Evan Kerr
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alifornia’sincoming
recruiting  class
consists of a pair of

talented freshmen in center
Jordan Wilkes and guard
Theo Robertson.
Butinreality, the quantity
of fresh faces added to the

Golden Bear roster for the
2005-06 season numbers
muchmore. Notonly isguard
Omar Wilkeseligible toplay

after sitting out last year due
to NCAA transfer rules, but
three playerswho missed all

or parts of the 2004-05 [ NN SYYAY SEST R =V2V D) AN KO 2{ U]\

campaign due to injury — = 4
forward Leon Powe and I N Cret WITH HEA LTHY ROSTER
guards Richard Midgley and i S
Ayinde Ubaka — are fit and 1
eager to display their talents ' =7
on the court again.
The most significant
addition to the active roster
is Powe, the 2004 Pac-10
Freshman of the Year who
spent more than a year in
rehab following a pair of
surgeries to his left knee.
Cleared for full activity since
last May, he has not
experienced any pain or
swellinginhiskneesinceand
has received medical consent
to play without a brace this
season.
In his first action since
March 2004, Powe earned
Most Valuable Player honors
inthe San Francisco Pro-Am Senior guard Richard Midgley
league when he averaged 33 will be a fourth-year starter for
points and 11 rebounds the Bears this season.
during the  summer
competition.
Midgley, meanwhile,
played with a sprained right
shoulder throughout the Pac-
10 schedule, missing three
gamesentirely, while Ubaka
sat out 11 contests after
breaking a bone in his left
foot last November.
All of the wounded enter
this season with clean bills
of health, and head coach
Ben Braun hopes to exploit
their abilities to their fullest
and lead the Bears back into
the postseason after a two-
year absence.
“We’re getting our depth
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back, so I’d like to put pressure on the ball and
push the tempo a bit more this year,” said
Braun, who enters his 10th season at the helm
witha166-110recordin Berkeley anda28-year
career mark of 499-345. “Historically, we’ve
been one of the top teams in the league
defensively, and we got away from that last
year. Using our depth, we’ll be able to play
harder for longer periods of time.

“Our goal is to create up-tempo basketball
and take advantage of our team quickness,”
Braunadded. “The ability to defend and rebound
will always predicate our chances to run the
fast break. The guys that we have in our
program will really help us get on the glass,
initiate our fast break and go.”

Braun and his staff got a sneak preview of
what the upcoming season may offer when
they took the Bears on a 12-day trip to Italy
that included five games against international
competition. Cal won each contest — four by
double-digitmargins—anddisplayed the running
and fast-break prowess of a team ready to get
up and down the court. The Bears scored at
least 88 points in every outing, and topped 110
points in their first two games.

Inadditiontothe players enjoying themselves
during atour that took them to Florence, Venice
and Lake Como, the experience had several
other desired effects. Powe showed he could
handle the physical demands of multiple
gamesinashort period, averaging more than
23pointsand 10 rebounds per game; Wilkes
shook off the rust from his redshirt season
and poured in nearly 18 ppg; and Midgley
and Ubaka proved they were back in form
with productive performances.

But more than the individual
accomplishments, the bonding the players
developed among themselves may prove /
most beneficial in the long run. /

“Last year, we had so many |
combinations on the floor with all the
injurieswe had,” Braunsaid. “Now,we |
have a whole new team and it’s
important that they get time together.

I thought our team had some very good
chemistry during the time we were
away.”

Unlike the 2004-05 season when
the Bears did not sport a senior on
the roster, experience will be akey |
ingredientto Cal’ssuccessthisyear.
Leading the group of three seniorsis
Midgley, a 6-2 guard who has beena
member of the starting lineup since
midway through his freshman season.

Midgley, who ranks sixth on Cal’s
all-time three-point listwith 134, played
hurt almost the entire Pac-10 season
afterinjuring hisright shoulder in the

{

/

Wi

league’s second game at Washington State. He
sat out three contests in late January and
watched his three-point percentage drop from
42.1 percent before the injury to 29.9 percent
afterwards. Now, fully recovered, Midgley
appears ready for his best season yet.

With 919 points entering the year, Midgley
rates second among returning Pac-10 playersin
career scoring, and he needs just 81 points to
become the 34th player in school history to
reach 1,000 in his career. He has increased his
scoring average each of his previous three
campaigns —pouring in 12.9 ppg last season —

throw shooters with a career mark of 74.5
percent.

|

Senior forward/

center Rod Benson

“led Cal in both

. scoring (13.3 ppg)

. and rebounding
(6.3 rpg) last year.

2005-06 SEASON OUTLOOK

and is one of the Bears’ most reliable free 4

“I think Richard is really excited about his
senior year and being healthy again,” Braun
said. “There’s no question about that. His
experience and his leadership will help us, and
I think he’s going to have a very good year.”

Joining Midgley in the backcourt is 5-11
Martin Smith, a former walk-on who was
rewarded withascholarship for his senior year.
Withboth Midgley and Ubakaailing last season,
Smith started 17 games at the point for Cal. Not
only did he lead the Bears with 113 assists, but
his assist-to-turnover ratio (1.95:1) ranked

| _fifth in the Pac-10.

Smith dished out eight
assists twice — vs. Hampton
andat Arizona—and reached
double figuresinscoring five
times, includingahighof 12
points vs. Arizona State at
home.
“Martinwill be very valuable
again this season,” Braun said.
“He had an opportunity to play
alotlastyear, and having himisa
real asset for us. He adds to our
depth and our stability.”

Completing the senior classis 6-
10 forward/center Rod Benson, one
of the most improved playersin the
Pac-10—-ifnotthe country—in2004-
05. A little used reserve during his
first two seasons with the Bears, Benson
made the most of his opportunity last year and
paced Cal in both scoring (13.3 ppg) and
rebounding (6.3 rpg), while shooting 54.3
percent from the floor.

Benson tallied at least 20 points five times—
with a best of 25 points vs. Colorado and
another 24 against Stanford — and he tied for
fifth inthe conference with six double-doubles.
His career-high 14 rebounds at UCLA helped
the Bears top the Bruins, 64-51, in Pauley
Pavilion.

“Rod comes into the season with a lot of
confidenceandalot of experience,” Braunsaid.
“Having Leon out last year was kind of a
blessing for him. He stepped up and proved
that he can play.”

In addition to Benson, Cal’s frontcourt
features three other agile post players who can
run, rebound and defend in Powe, 6-11
sophomore DeVon Hardin and 6-11 freshman
Jordan Wilkes.

The 6-8, 240-pound Powe led the Bears in
scoring (15.1 ppg) and became the first freshman
in the history of the Pac-10 to lead the league
inrebounding (9.5rpg) in 2003-04. During that
rookie year, he had aconference-best 14 double-
doubles, while his 295 total rebounds wiped
outthe previous Cal freshman record of 249 set
by Bob McKeen in 1952.

P
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Powe scored a
personal-high 27
points vs. UC Irvine
in 2003-04 and had
seven games with 20
or more points that
season. Now a
preseason candidate
for the 2005-06
Wooden All-America
team, he is ready to
prove again why he
was considered one of
the Top 10 recruits in
the country coming
out of Oakland Tech
High Schooltwoyears

“Our goal is to create up-tempo basketball
and take advantage of our team quickness.
The guys that we have in our program will
really help us get on the glass, initiate our
fast break and go.”

— Head Coach Ben Braun

A good outside shooter,
he made a third of his
three-point attempts,
including a 4-for-4
performance inthe opener
vs. UC Riverside.

Robertson, from
nearby Pittsburg, Calif.,
finished his career as the
No.2scorerinDe LaSalle
High School history with
1,220 points and was
named league MVP as a
senior.

At guard, the Bears
have outstanding depth
and versatility, with four

ago.

“| think taking the
year off really has helped Leon in terms of
maturity — he has a better perspective of the
game,” Braun said. “He gives us toughness and
rebounding, and he gives our teamaconfidence
thatonly certain players can give you. Hereally
isenjoying being back onthe court. | am happy
for him; it’s something he deserves.”

Hardin is another local product who hails
from Fremont,
Calif., and
Newark
Memorial
High. A
starter for
11 games last
season, Hardin’s
best effort came in his first start when he
finished with 12 points, 12 rebounds and three
blocksatBYU. He was alsonamed MVP of the
San Diego Slam when he totaled 11 points and
five boardsinavictory over San Diego State. A
strong shot-blocker, he swatted away 26
attempts last season to rank ninth in the Pac-
10 with 0.90 bpg.

Wilkes, the younger brother of Omarand son
of former NBA star Jamaal Wilkes, was rated
the No. 7 prep center in the country at Loyola
HighinLos Angelesafter averaging 20 ppg and
10 rpg last year. A skilled post player with a
high basketball 1Q, Braun said “he improves
every time | see him.”

On the wing, 6-5 junior Marquise Kately
provides both scoring ability and ahigh degree
of defensive pressure. Amember of the Pac-10
All-Freshman squad in 2004, he has averaged
nearly 10 ppg during his Cal career, withahigh
of 24 vs. Saint Mary’s last year and against
Arizona State in "04.

Also providing support at small forward are
6-7 sophomore Eric Vierneisel and 6- 5freshman
Theo Robertson. Vierneisel saw action in

v

Senior guard Martin Smith
ranked fifth in the Pac-10 in

assist-to-turnover ratio lastyear.

25gamesasarookieandaveraged 3.5 ppg. " £

o

players capable of

handling point guard
duties in Midgley, Smith, Ubaka and Omar
Wilkes.

Ubaka, who paced the Bears with 108 assists
as a freshman, jumped out to a quick start last
year, shooting 53.3 percent from the floor,
including 5-for-7 from three-point range,
through three games before a broken foot
disrupted his year. With two seasons of
experience under his belt, he is anxious to

display his abilities over the course of a full
season.

The 6-4 Wilkes, a transfer from Kansas,
helped the Jayhawks to the NCAA Elite
Eightin2004 and was considered anational
Top 100 recruitout of LoyolaHigh School

in Los Angeles in ’03.

“Omar has a unique ability to fit into
the team environment and make the guys
around him better,” Braun said. “When
you watch him play, he has a knack for

finding the basket and finding his
teammates, coming up with a loose ball, a
rebound or asteal. Those are good attributes to
have.”

Rounding out the roster are junior guards
Alex Pribble and Steve Panawek. The 6-4
Pribble played in 20 games last year and has
earned a scholarship for this season, while the
6-6 Panawek is in this third season as a walk-
on and has seen limited action thus far.

The schedule takes the Bears on a pair of road
trips —to Eastern Michigan and to Kansas City
for a match-up with Kansas — prior to the start
of Pac-10 play. The Bears also host the 13th
annual Golden Bear Class Thanksgiving weekend
and face DePaul in the Pete Newell Challenge
Dec. 21.

The conference slate opens in Los Angeles at
USC Dec. 29 and at UCLA Dec. 31 and
concludes with the Pac-10 Tournament March
8-11 at the Staples Center.
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